
Sesquicentennial Stories 

 

 
In 2011 Tom Lawrence of WAKM Radio approached me with an idea 

for a radio show – one-minute histories featuring the lives and 

experiences of Williamson County residents as they struggled to 

survive the American Civil War.  

 

Intrigued by his encompassing vision, I began researching and writing 

segments that same day.  

 

  In two weeks we began production.  

 

        By 2012 we were nominated for a Peabody Award. 

 

        By 2015 we had created over 250 episodes. 

 

Following are scripts from just some of the many topics we have covered, featuring voice talent 

from across the region and period music for our score.  

 

Episode #85: Combat and Hearing Loss 

NARRATOR: 

November 20
th

, 1861. Virginia. Robert Moore of the 1
st
 Tennessee Regiment, Company D out of Williamson 

County, was discharged because he had gone deaf. As the war escalated, many thousands would suffer the same 

fate, primarily through the earsplitting concussions of combat.  

 Shell blasts and explosions often ruptured eardrums. The severe Battle of Stones River was so loud, 

soldiers under fire in the cotton fields stuffed their ears with cotton balls to ease the thundering pain. In many major 

battles, the horrific roar of artillery and small arms fire was loud enough to be heard forty miles away and more.  

 As a result, in the years after the war, one third of Union pensioners were diagnosed with significant 

hearing loss. About 70% of the applicants suffered deafness primarily in their left ear. Indeed, the numbers were 

sound.  

 The vast majority of riflemen were right-handed. Throughput the war, as they turned to fire, they were 

placing their left ear inches away from their rifle’s blasting cap. Over time, the countless cracks of their own firing 

eventually turned them into silent casualties.   

 

Sources: 

Ryan K. Sewell, et al, “Hearing Loss in Union Army Veterans from 1862 to 1920,” The Laryngoscope 114 

(December 2004):2147-2153; Michael Cotten, Williamson County Confederates (Franklin, TN: Unpublished 

manuscript, Williamson County Archives, 1996), 9. 

 

 

 

 

Tom Lawrence, General 

Manager of WAKM 



Episode #120: Illiteracy and the War 

NARRATOR: 

It is often said that history is written by the winners. This happens to be a myth. History is written by those who 

write, in other words, by people who leave behind documents for historians to study. That is why we know more 

about generals, politicians, and the wealthy in the Civil War, than we do about the enlisted, poor farmers, and 

children. Many of the latter group did not have the time, the paper, and sometimes the ability to write down their 

experiences. 

        This is especially true of the four million enslaved Americans during that time, including more than 12,000 

who lived here in Williamson County. Of them, approximately 90% could not read or write. This was of course by 

design. Slave owners knew that literacy meant the ability to communicate, organize, and work at a much higher 

level. A literate slave, to the slave owner, was dangerous. Consequently, by the start of the Civil War, most Southern 

states had made it illegal to teach a slave their ABCs.    

 

Sources: 

C.G. Woodson, The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861 (New York: G.P. Putnam, 1915); Eugene Genovese, Roll 

Jordan Roll (New York: Vintage Books, 1976); Thomas Flagel, The History Buff’s Guide to the Civil War 

(Nashville, TN: Cumberland House, 2003), 34-35.    

 

 

Episode 244: Threadbare Confederates  

NARRATOR: 

Three a.m., November 30, 1864, thirteen hours before the Battle of Franklin. Private Adam Weaver of the 104
th

 

Ohio is in Thompson’s Station. He is on guard detail, watching over recently captured Confederates, as both armies 

press onward towards Nashville. There was something about hisConfederate captives, which told Private Weaver 

why they were so desperate to reach Union-occupied Nashville and its bursting warehouses.   

 

MALE VOICE (No accent): 

“The Rebel prisoners are nearly all wearing parts of or uniforms. This seems to be the common practice now. The 

Rebels rob our dead because they have nothing to wear, especially for our shoes and coats.” 

 

NARRATOR: 

Even before the war began, for every single shoe the South could make, Northern factories could make 32. By 1864, 

the ratio only became wider. For many Confederates, the choice was still open whether to fight or fly, but in this 

final winter of the war, many of them would have to do so barefoot.   

 

Sources: 

Earl J. Hess, The Civil War in the West: Victory and Defeat from the Appalachians to the Mississippi (Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2012), 252-255; James McDonough and Thomas Connelly, Five Tragic Hours: 

The Battle of Franklin (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1983), 73-77. Adam Weaver quoted in Rick 

Warwick, compiler, Williamson County: The Civil War Years Revealed Through Letters, Diaries, and Memoirs 

(Franklin, TN: Williamson County Heritage Society, 2006), 39.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


